The Cabin/Home of Muddy Waters & Souvenirs - Blues Stories
by Michael “Hawkeye” Herman

In 1999 | visited, with two friends, Muddy Waters’ cabin/home site at Stovall, MS, as fate would have it,
in the late afternoon just one day before it was to be removed by the House of The Blues (H.O.B.) and
placed ‘on tour/display’ for a few years at their H.O.B. locations around the US before being placed on
permanent display at the Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale, MS, where it stands today.

When we arrived at the location Muddy’s home/cabin was still standing, in tact, and a crew of H.O.B.
workers were systematically numbering every wooden board and brick of the structure with chalk so
that it could be torn down and then accurately reconstructed multiple times in the future, as necessary.
My two friends and | hung out and casually poked around the perimeter of the cabin area, staying out of
the way and watching the H.O.B. crew meticulously number all of the boards and bricks with chalk.

When they finished the numbering process it was late in the afternoon, and as they prepared to leave
the ‘crew leader’ came over to my two friends and | and told us they were getting ready to leave, that
they would return the following day to completely remove the structure, and he quite seriously warned
us not to remove any of the chalk-numbered boards and/or bricks from the structure after they left. The
H.O.B disassembly crew then all got into their vehicles and left my friends and | at the site.

After they left we continued to poke around the structure’s perimeter, and we were also ‘free’ to poke
around in the interior of the cabin/structure, and including the dirt floor. We scavenged around for
‘souvenirs’in the ‘yard’ area immediately surrounding the structure and including the dirt floor interior of
the cabin looking for any loose items THAT WERE NOT NUMBERED WITH CHALK, NOR ATTACHED
TO THE BUILDING ITSELF as strongly requested/directed by the H.O.B crew leader before the crew
departed. We made sure NOT TAKE ANYTHING THAT WAS A CHALK-NUMBERED ASPECT OF THE
PERMANENT STRUCTURE.

We did find items in the yard near the cabin, in the fireplace/hearth, and lying in/on the dirt floor. One of
my friends found a dirt encrusted old metal lipstick case/cover in the dirt near the exterior foundation
front door of the structure, and my other friend made the amazing find of the rusted and broken patrtial
hand-grip for a small derringer-type pistol (!). | found the following on/in the interior dirt floor and
fireplace/hearth: small loose pieces of wood and antique nails, pieces of charcoal from the fireplace,
and a loose fragment of brick from the the interior foundation of the structure.

We DID NOT disturb and/or remove/take any of the chalk-numbered parts of the cabin/home/structure.
The following day we went back to Muddy’s cabin/home site and we watched, from a safe distance, as
the H.O.B crew systematically disassembled the structure and loaded it all on a truck for removal,
leaving nothing but the square open bare dirt floor as evidence of where the structure once stood.

Today, so many years later, the bare dirt floor where the structure once stood has long been grown over
with grass/vegetation. A State of Mississippi Blues Trail Marker stands at that location commemorating
where Muddy’s home/cabin once stood.

After some years of being displayed at H.O.B. locations all over the U.S.A, Muddy Waters’ cabin/home

was returned to the Mississippi Delta. It was reassembled and remains on permanent display at the
Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale, MS.

(Please see photos)
















